





Jargonbuster @ What to look for

Acquisition The ability to find SCREEN

and lock onto satellite signals to
determine position.

Fix A successful connection
with a group of orbiting
satellites.

GPS Global Positioning System.
Grid A co-ordinate system

that projects the earth as a flat
surface, using square zones to
show position information.
Topographic map Shows ¢
elevation through the use
of contour lines and altitude
markings.

Waypoint or POI (point of °
interest) An exact co-ordinate
marked to show a position.

| USING THE TABLE

Scores The overall score is made up of:
* Ease of use: 50%

* Battery life: 15%

e Accuracy: 15%

 Acquisition: 10%

* Waterproofing: 10%

| TABLE NOTES

A high-resolution screen, preferably
colour, is necessary if you want to use
detailed topographical maps.

OTHER FEATURES

A battery compartment that accepts B
standard batteries (AA or AAA) means
you can use either rechargeable or
normal alkalines in an emergency.
PC mapping software allows you to
select a waypoint or route at home
and download it to your GPS to use in
the field.

A connectivity cable allows your GPS
to connect to a PC to download and
upload information. But beware; these
cables can be expensive if they use a

P MAGELLAN_

proprietary connection.

EASE OF USE
The GPS needs to be
comfortable in your hand,
with well-spaced buttons that
allow you to select functions
more easily.

ns Not stated

PERFORMANCE

PRODUCT

Overall score

(%)

Brand
Garmin eTrex Vista Cx
Garmin eTrex Legend Cx

Magellan eXplorist 500LE

Garmin eTrex Legend
Garmin GPSmap60
Lowrance iFinder H0c

Magellan eXplorist 400

Magellan eXplorist 210
Lowrance iFinder Expedition C

Lowrance iFinder Hy0
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Geocache Manager 1.07
78 80 70 55 100  None
75 80 70 40 100 Mapsource 6.10.2
79 75 60 60 50 None

74 75 70 73 50 MapSend Lite 2.00e beta, Magellan Conversion Manager 1.07, Magellan

Geocache Manager 1.07
n 75 70 65 50 MapSend Lite 1.00, Mapsend Manager
79 70 65 75 0 None
76 70 75 75 0 None

100 MapSend Lite 2.00e beta, Magellan Conversion Manager 1.07, Magellan
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SPECIFICATIONS



<You can also use a map program on a PC to set
waypoints and routes at home before you head out,
and if you want to show off what a hardy bushwalker
you are, you can upload routes back to a map on a PC
to show where you've been. All the units can use
mapping software on a PC, but while it's standard on
most, it's an optional extra for the LOWRANCE and
GARMIN eTrex models.

All the models performed accurately when getting a
fix on the required number of satellites, with differences
ranging from around 3 m for the GARMIN eTrex Vista Cx,
to 12 m for the LOWRANCE iFinder H,Oc. A wider range
was observed when trying to calculate altitude; however,
it's generally more important to know where you are than
how high you are.

Under a clear sky, no GPS took longer than a minute
to locate their position. However, when confronted with
dense foliage, they varied in the time taken to get a fix,
with the GARMIN GPSmap60 the only one to fail to do so
within five minutes.

The MAGELLAN eXplorist 400 and 500LE were the
only models with a rechargeable Li-lon battery, which
initially caused concern among our wilderness rescuers
due to the inability to get spares out in the field. However,
a AAA battery adapter that comes standard in the box
was seen as a good all-round solution.

All the other models can use either rechargeable AAs
or normal alkaline AA batteries.

Test Handheld GPS

While a handheld GPS provides very accurate
recordings of individual waypoints and treks, we
recommend carrying and learning to use a compass and
paper topographical map as backup for anything longer
than a short hike.

Waterproofing issues
Despite claims of being waterproof, two of the
LOWRANCES, the iFinder Expedition C and iFinder H,0,
failed our immersion test. The LOWRANCE iFinder H,0c
passed but had some water in its battery compartment.

The MAGELLAN eXplorist 400 also had water in its
battery compartment, which caused it to flatten, but it was
fine when the battery was recharged. The MAGELLAN 210
also let water in here but its battery didn't flatten.

The eight models that passed the water test all
passed our drop test too.

When we contacted LOWRANCE about its
models failing their stated waterproof claims, the
company responded: “We have encountered some
inconsistency with one of the vendors that supplied
the sealing agent for this product. R & D (at
Lowrance) has identified the issue and a correction
isin place.”

If you own one of the LOWRANCE models in this
test and think they haven’t met their claims to the IPX7
waterproof standard (see How we tested), call its service
department on 1300 784 244. W

Despite
claims

of being
waterproof,
two of the
Lowrances
failed our
immersion
test. The
company
says “a
correction
isin place”.
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Mini-B USB/USB 2.0 Type A/ 106 x58x32 173 2xAA 34x43 176 x 220 Colour v www.garmin.com.au 599
Mini-B USB/USB 2.0 Type A/ 106 x58x32 170 2xAA 33x43 176 x 220 Colour v www.garmin.com.au 499
Proprietary/USB 2.0 Type A/ 119x55x33 152 1xLi-ionor3xAAA 34x43 122x160 Colour / www.magellangps.com 650
Proprietary/serial port 113x57x32 155 2xAA 29x51 160 x 288 Mono WwWw.garmin.com.au 299
Mini-B USB/USB 2.0 Type A/ 159x58x34 204 2xAA 35x53 160 x 240 Mono Www.garmin.com.au 529
Proprietary/serial port 149x68x31 245 2xAA 43x57 240x 320 Colour / www.lowrance.com.au 649
Proprietary/USB 2.0 Type A/ 119x55x33 156 1xLi-ionor3xAAA 34x46 122x160 Mono www.magellangps.com 550
Proprietary/USB 2.0 Type A/ 119x55x33 167 2xAA 34x45 122x160 Mono www.magellangps.com 420
Proprietary/serial port 149x68x31 249 2xAA 43x57 240x 320 Colour J www.lowrance.com.au 729
Proprietary/serial port 149x68x31 253 2xAA 41x54 180 x 240 Mono www.lowrance.com.au 419
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